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A Time of Open Doors 


By JOHN R. MOTT 


Our ecumenical gathering here at Amster- 
dam has assembled at one of the most fateful 
moments of the life of the world. There has 
been no time like it, not only in point of dan- 
ger but also of opportunity. Never did my 
heart beat so high with hope as it does here and 
now. You ask me, why? First, because of the 
unexampled suffering which have character- 
ized the recent years, near and far, and that 
still solemnize and haunt us. As | think of the 
prices which have been paid in recent years in 
the realm of sacrifice and disaster it brings 
to memory the words in the Book of Hebrews, 
“Apart from us, they shall not be made per- 
fect.“ My contacts with pain and tragedy 
of recent years have flooded with vivid mean- 
ing the Cross of Christ. | recognize as never 
before why Christ found it necessary to go to 
the Cross. Is not here the real hiding of crea- 
tive and triumphant power? 





DR. MOTT, who died earlier this month, made these re- 
marks at the opening of the World Council of Churches in 
Amsterdam, Holland, in 1948. He was honorary president 
of the Council. 


Then, with all of you here assembled, | re- 
mind myself of the solemn, yet hopeful, aphor- 
ism that man’s extremity is God’s opportunity. 
No one among us will deny that at the present 
the world over is a time of man’s extremity. 
When has there been a time like it? Why 
should we not accept with unmistakable con- 
viction the other part of this vital aphorism 
that it is God’s design to utilize this as oppor- 
tunity? 

Again, we should have higher hope than ever 
as we realize that never before have there been 
so many Christians who have had an authentic 
experience of the adequacy of Christ. 

| venture to predict that as this Amsterdam 
Conference unfolds it will remind us increas- 
ingly of open doors, no matter in what direc- 
tion we look. | have never known such a time 
of open doors. 1! would find it impossible to 
mention a door which | honestly think and be- 
lieve—note my language—is closed today to 
the friendly and constructive ministry of Jesus 
Christ. “’Knock and it shall be opened unto 


aa 


you 











Letters to the Editors 





Regrets Girl Scout Handbook Treatment 





Some May Have Doubts 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


ae In your issue of Jan. 31 you paid 
a wonderful tribute to the Boy Scouts, all 
of which they merit and with which I am 
entirely in accord. Then you commended 
their program to the Men of the Church 
with which I was also pleased, but a ques- 
tion at once popped into my mind, Have 
those men no daughters? 

I turned the page and read “Have the 
Girl Scouts Capitulated?” I agreed with 
your remarks about that. Then came your 
editorial and the Guest Editors’ remarks. 
I was in agreement with all of that, though 
I wished you had not made the last state- 
ment. 

But the thing that impressed me was 
that by placing them together, apparently 
for comparison, I wondered about your 
reason for that. ...To one with a com- 
plete knowledge of the Girl Scout program 
it wouldn’t matter too much, but to young 
mothers with prospective Girl Scouts in 
their families and with no great knowl- 
edge of Girl Scouting, it would certainly 
plant a definite doubt in their minds as 
to the value of Girl Scouting. It would 
also make them question, I fear, just what 
the position of the church was toward 
Girl Scouts... . 

I feel you have done a real dis-service 
to the Girl Scouts, not by what you said 
but by the way you presented it and I 
certainly regret it, for I feel certain that 
our National Staff would never yield when 
it comes to a matter of principle, though 
they were weak-kneed in this instance, 
which you agreed was a small matter. 
That I did not admire either, but I still 
think the Girl Scouts. just as much as the 
Boy Scouts, are filling a real need for our 
young people which the church has not 
given them, and in apportioning my time 


for work outside the home I have felt and 
still feel that I was doing as much for 
our young people in the Girl Scout pro- 
gram as I was in Sunday school, for both 
are needed, the one supplementing the 
other. 
JEssIE C. McNarr. 

Sanford. N. C. 


NOTE—If our use of the Girl Scout 
material alongside the Boy Scout tribute 
in same issue hurt the Girl Scouts, we 
are very sorry, but we hope its result is 
helpful rather than hurtful. In reply to 
Mrs. McNair’s questions, let us explain: 

(1) The Boy Scouts were featured in 
connection with their nationwide ob- 
servance; Girl Scout Week is a little 
later. We have material for that too. We 
hope that what was revealed about pres- 
sures on the Girl Scout leadership in the 
same issue will alert Boy Scout leaders 
when the pressure is directed toward 
them. 

(2) The fact that the Men of the Church 
have set Boy Scout sponsorship as a def- 
inite project was stressed in the same 
issue because they have just approved 
that step. So far as we have heard, Wom- 
en of the Church have not adopted such 
a project. Last year, however, we gave 
strong editorial support to the appraisal 
of Girl Scout leadership as just as im- 
portant as being a circle leader, and we 
urged Women of the Church groups to 
give this a high priority. 

(3) There is no question as to the 
support by the church of both Girl Scouts 
and Boy Scouts, though we wish both 
men’s and women’s groups exercised a 
more active relationship to the troops in 
their church and community. 

(4) Unlike Mrs. McNair, we did not 
agree that the compromise of the Scout 
leadership was a small matter. Although 
we said that the changes made were in 





Coming Feature 


SHNOUVALY= 


(Gal. 2:2)—-and 16 more. 





. "The Living Word’ 
Weekly Article By 


Luther A. Weigle 


Chairman of the Standard Bible Committee; 
former dean of the Yale Divinity School 


“Heaviness”’ and “heavy” (Prov. 12:25) 

When “‘let’’ means “hinder’’ (as in Rom. 1:13) 
When “‘prevent’”’ means “precede” (Ps. 119: 147) 
“They wanted wine” (John 2:1-11) 

“Admire’’ and “‘admiration’’ (Rev. 17:6) 

“Ye allow the deeds of your fathers”’ (Lk. 11:48) 
“Conversation” is behavior (Heb. 13:7) 
“Communicate” and “communication” 


You will want to follow this series weekly in 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





Dean Weigle 








themselves of small consequence, the 
fact that leaders yielded to the pressure 
exerted was extremely regrettable — 
Editors. 


Bell Response 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


For the sake of accuracy will you kindly 
make the following correction with ref. 
erence to “Opponents of Union Called to 
Heresy Hunt” which appeared in your 
issue of January 31. 

You suggest a connection between ‘my 
remarks in a meeting in Charlotte, spon- 
sored by Mecklenburg Presbytery, and q 
reprint circulated in our church of an 
article by Thomas G. Cross. I had never 
seen nor heard of this article until I saw 
Mr. Downey’s very fine letter of protest. 
No one more than I resents the attempt of 
outside groups to capitalize on events in 
our church. 

Furthermore, you say: “Dr. Bell charged 
that the seminaries and those responsible 
for their work are failing to produce qual- 
ified or ‘sound’ ministers.” I made no 
such statement in Charlotte, or in any 
other place. 


Asheville, N. C. 


NOTE—We did not suggest, or intend 
to suggest. that Dr. Bell knew of the 
Cross article. We did point out that his 
was a similar expression of displeasure 
over and lack of confidence in the leader- 
ship of the U.S. Church. Furthermore, Dr. 
Bell does not deny charging that sem- 
inary graduates hold inadequate views 
as to the authority and inspiration of 
the Scriptures. People attending the 
Charlotte meeting understood that to 
mean that he did not consider them to 
be “qualified or ‘sound’ ministers.”—Eds. 


L. NELSON BELL, 


To Tuk OUTLOOK: 


That is a most interesting bit of in- 
formation in your issue of January 31, 
that the four-page article recently cir- 
culated among us of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., was written by a “Bible” 
Presbyterian. Now, one wonders, was the 
article circulated by some “Bible Presby- 
terian” as a part of their campaign to 
promote division among us and lure seg- 
ments into the “Bible” Presbyterian 
Church, or was it circulated by one of our 
own number to promote the cause of 
“conservatism” and oppose “modernism” 
among us? Anyway it is of interest to 
know the original source of the article. 

Cuas. S. RAMSAY. 
Arlington, Tenn. 


Communism Study 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

We are preparing a study on commu- 
nism and the churches. Material from all 
parts of the country on this subject would 
be useful and welcome. Persons with in- 
formation on any of the following three 
topics are invited to communicate with 
us at Union Theological Seminary, 3041 
Broadway, New York 27, N. Y. (1) Docu- 
mented evidence of actual communist at 
tempts to infiltrate the churches or make 
use of clergymen—Protestant, Catholic, 
Eastern Orthodox, or Jewish. (2) Ex 
amples of false and irresponsible charges 
of communist influence on religion in 
America. (3) General data on the Social 
Gospel as it relates to either or both of 


these topics. Ratpu Lorp Roy. 


Paul A. CARTER. 
New York, N. Y. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; 


night, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Vote on Union 


The vote on Presbyterian reunion in the 
U. S. Church now stands at 38 presby- 
teries for; 37 against, with these late 
additions : 


FOR AGAINST 
Bluestone 25-17 Everglades 21-17 
New Orleans 35-24 Knoxville 55-25 
Among United Presbyterians, the vote 
is 276-136, with these recent additions 
(the FOR vote is given first) : 
Los Angeles 30-13 Xenia 12-13 
Muskingum 16-5 Delaware 15-4 


North Sudan 14-0 Mercer 10-18 
Kiskiminetas 10-8 Wisconsin 8-5 


Cassat on CBS 


David B. Cassat of Dubuque, Iowa, 
president of the National Council of 
Presbyterian (USA) Men, will speak on 
the CBS Church of the Air Sunday, 
March 6, at 10:30 a.m. (EST). 

Assisting him will be Richard Hey- 
dinger, pastor of the Westminster church 
of Dubuque, President Gaylord M. 


Couchman of the University of Dubuque, 
and the choir of the same university. 





ELECTED — Patrick D. Miller (above), 
pastor of the Druid Hills church, At- 
lanta, Ga., has been elected execu- 
tive secretary of the Presbyterian, 
U. S., Board of Church Extension. 
Widely known throughout the church 
and a one-time member of the home 
missions staff (1929-35), Dr. Miller 
is expected to announce his decision 
Shortly. 


USA: “Perplexed” .. . U.S.: “Admiration” 
Moderators Join in “Regrets’ 


Although distressed by the vote against 
union by too many presbyteries in the 
Southern church, the Presbyterian U. S. 
and USA Moderators recently told a 
Memphis, Tenn., audience that they were 
still men of hope and confidence. 

Ralph Waldo Lloyd, president of 
Maryville College and USA Moderator, 
said: 


“I am distressed that union failed and 
that Memphis voted against it. I am par- 
ticularly distressed at some of the reasons 
given to vote against union. 

“In spite of the vigorous attacks on the 
USA Church, we feel there wouldn’t have 
been these attacks if they had known 
the facts. USA people are perplexed at 
charges that they are not true to the faith 
and not true to the Presbyterian form of 
government. It is unfortunate that so 
many of the arguments against union 
were not worthy. 

“However, hope is greater than history. 
If you just look at the history since the 
separation of your churches it isn’t so 
encouraging. But there still lives a hope 
for union in the USA Church, and I am 
asking my people to be patient.” 


Boggs Expresses Regret 


Wade H. Boggs, the U. S. Moderator, 
put aside his address prepared for the 
evening and spoke personally about the 
vote on union. He said: 


“Speaking as a Moderator of the U. S. 
Church, I, too, am distressed and disap- 
pointed at the failure of union. Our 
brethren in the USA Church have won 
my admiration by the way they have con- 
ducted themselves in the face of very 
pointed provocations in many cases. 

“I have been in the ministry 40 years, 
and for 40 years I’ve heard the same ar- 
guments against union as those we heard 
recently. 

“I have a profound admiration for the 


patience of the USA Church, but I’m 
afraid their past patience was just a 
warming-up exercise for the future pa- 
tience they will have to have. 

“As Moderator, I regret all the unkind 
and un-Christian things that were said 
and done. This is a situation that calls 
for Christian forbearance, and many of us 
in the U. S. Church need to exercise 
Christian penitence for the attitude we 
have assumed.” 


In Little Rock 


Earlier, in Little Rock, Ark., Dr. 
Boggs blamed defeat of union on a 
minority opposition group that ‘‘propa- 
gated widespread misinformation on the 
real issue and threatened withdrawal 
from the church before the issues were 
decided. 


“It is most unfortunate that there was 
a belief that there is a connection between 
the union movement and the de-segrega- 
tion decision of the U. S. Supreme Court. 

“In certain areas in the South the 
people want to maintain the status quo, 
and any idea of a connection between the 
two movements was enough to make them 
shy away. 

“Also, alleged doctrinal differences have 
been blown up all out of proportion to the 
facts. 

“In the immediate future there is going 
to be an attempt to heal the breach 
caused by this agitation. This will be in 
the form of a concerted campaign to edu- 
cate the lay people as to the real issues 
in union.” 


Dr. Boggs said it would take such an 
educational campaign at least three to five 
years to lay the ground work for another 
attempt to merge the churches. 

On another topic, Dr. Boggs branded 
as “malicious lies and typical misinfor- 
mation” any talk of Communist infiltra- 
tion among the Presbyterian clergy.” 


Payne Takes “Negative” View 
Of Peale’s “Positive” Thinking 


CiIncrnnaTI, O. (RNS)—A Protestant 
educator said here that he took a “‘nega- 
tive” view of Norman Vincent Peale’s 
emphasis upon “positive thinking.” 

Paul Calvin Payne, chairman of the 
Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of Churches, criticized 
what he described as the “easy optimis- 
tic sentiment” expressed by Dr. Peale, 
author of the best seller, The Power of 
Positive Thinking. 


According to Dr. Payne, who also is 
general secretary of the Board of Chris- 
tian Education of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, Christianity requires “he- 
roic commitment to great causes and 
ideas.” 

Dr. Peale, who is pastor of Marble 
Collegiate church in New York, also 
emphasizes “positive thinking” in his 
sermons to packed congregations, and in 
his weekly radio and television shows 








which are heard and seen by millions, 

Dr. Payne’s criticism of Dr. Peale was 
made during a press interview at the an- 
nual meeting of the Division of Christian 
Education. It highlighted a controversy 
over Dr. Peale’s ministry which has been 
growing in Protestant circles for some 
months. 


Mack Defends 


A defense of this ministry was offered 
here by S. Franklin Mack, executive di- 
rector of the National Council’s Broad- 
casting and Film Commission, which 
sponsors Dr. Peale’s television program, 
“What’s Your Trouble?” and his radio 
network program, “The Art of Living.” 

He said that “the central problem in 
communicating the Christian gospel by 
radio and television is learning to put it 
in terms the non-churchgoers will listen 
to and can understand.” 

“It is a constant rebuke to most of us 


in the leadership of the Christian Church 
today that it cannot be said of us as it 


was of Jesus that ‘the common people 
heard him gladly.’ Radio and television 
provide the means. It is up to us to find 
points of contact. 

“No evaluation of Dr. Peale can leave 
out of consideration the rapport he seems 
to have with people of all walks of life, 
and the extraordinary impact of his radio- 
TV ministry.” 

In New York, other members of the 
Broadcasting and Film Commission were 
reluctant to discuss the issue. However, 
it was evident that there is a division of 
opinion, with some commission members 
supporting Dr. Payne’s position and 
others Dr. Mack. 

The commission will hold its annual 
meeting on March 1, at which time it 
will review the programs it sponsors. 


“Distorted” View 

Objections to Dr. Peale’s emphasis, 
similar to those voiced here by Dr. Payne, 
have been made recently by several reli- 
gious publications. 

Christianity and Crisis, a bi-weekly 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio-telephone panel, are 
James E. Bear, professor of missions at Union Seminary, Va.; and 
James S. Gray, of the faculty of Presbyterian College, S. C. 


IF THEY DO NOT KNOW 

Romans 4:15 refers to “where there 
is no law.” How does this apply to 
evangelism? What is the state of those 
who have no opportunity to know of 
God through Jesus and upon whom 
does the responsibility fall for their 
not knowing God as we do? 


Gray: The reference is to “where there 
is no law or transgression.” The bad 
thing about it is that we don’t live in 
a state of innocence today, so we are to 
be concerned about the fact that men do 
not feel a sense of need and responsibility. 
The missionary purpose of the church 
is incumbent upon us today as it was in 
the days of the Apostle Paul who wrote 
those words and who believed in the mis- 
sionary enterprise. 


CHRISTIAN AND SEGREGATION 


There is a great deal of talk about 
segregation lately. Is there such a thing 
as a Christian position in regard to 
this? 


Bear: I suppose when we say a “Chris- 
tian position” we would mean one that 
a Christian ought to hold. As a matter 
of fact, Christians, or those who call 
themselves Christians, do not today all 
hold the same position on segregation. 
There was a similar division of opinion 
before the War between the States, when 
people considered the matter of slavery. 
There were many people in the South, 
many leaders of the Southern Presbyte- 
rian Church, who were absolutely sure that 
slavery was in acocrd with God’s will and 


4 


in accord with the Bible, and they quoted 
the Bible to justify men holding other 
men in slavery. I doubt if there are any 
today who would believe that the Bible 
justifies human slavery. We have come 
to see more clearly the teaching of the 
Bible. When we approach this question 
of segregation today we will find that 
those who insist on segregation will quote 
the Bible to justify their position. At the 
same time there is a growing feeling 
among Christian people that segregation 
is not in accord with the broad teaching 
of the Bible. As an example of this, 
the General Assembly of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church, meeting in May, 
1954, (with a study prepared well before 
the decision of the Supreme Court on 
segregation) pronounced the following in 
regard to this whole question: “That 
the General Assembly affirm that enforced 
segregation of the races is discrimination 
which is out of harmony with Christian 
theology and ethics, and that the church 
in its relationship to cultural pattern 
should lead rather than follow.” This 
pronouncement of the church was based 
upon what the church considers to be the 
Biblical position based upon the sover- 
eignty of God, the dignity of man and 
the oneness of mankind. I think we 
could say this without any challenge, 
there was no segregation in the apostolic 
church and certainly, from the Book of 
Revelation, where we read that before 
the throne are gathered a great multitude 
of every tongue and tribe and nation who 
praise the Lord, we may be sure there 
is no segregation in Heaven. 


published in New York, charged that Dr. 
Peale was giving the public a “distorted” 
view of Christianity. 

Reinhold Niebuhr and John C. Ben- 
nett of Union Theological Seminary, New 
York, are co-chairmen of its editorial 
board. 

“The success of Dr. Peale is one of 
the phenomena of this age,” the publica- 
tion said. ‘Whatever may be said about 
people who have been helped by his per- 
sonal ministry or by many excellent as- 
spects of the program of his church, the 
fact that he is the most popular represen- 
tative of Protestantism on television and 
through his writing means that the pub- 
lic in getting a profoundly distorted view 
of Christianity from his message. 

“The National Council of Churches 
sponsors Dr. Peale’s television program 
and has helped to build him up as the 
most popular spokesman of Protestantism 
to the nation as a whole. This seems to 
many of us to be a serious, even a shock- 
ing error.” 

Dr. Peale’s emphasis on “positive 
thinking,” the journal added “‘forgets that 
Christian positive thinking presupposes 
Christian negative thinking in the form 
of repentance.” 

The Living Church, independent Epis- 
copal weekly, described Dr. Peale’s min- 
istry as a two-dimensional faith. It 
said: 

“Dr. Peale is right in reasserting in ex- 
travagant terms the power of the gospel, 
the all-sufficiency of faith; but we believe 
that his dedication to his Lord will ul- 
timately persuade him that Christian faith 
adds a third dimension to the thin and 


two-dimensional concept of faith for per- 
sonal comfort and success.” 


The Episcopal journal stressed that 
faith in Christ also requires the accept- 
ance of sorrow, suffering, and death. “re- 
jection and shame and the Cross.” 


No Peale Comment 


Dr. Peale could not be reached for com- 
ment. He is currently on a lecture tour. 
However, sources close to him said his 
important contribution is that “he gets 
people to listen to him by the millions” 
and brings them into the churches. His 
message, they said, is directed to laymen 
who are not interested in the “abstract 
areas into which some ministers would 
have Dr. Peale delve.” 

These sources denied that Dr. Peale 
expressed “easy optimistic sentiments” 
and insisted that “heroic commitment” 
to causes and ideas was basic in his min- 
istry. They asserted that Dr. Peale has 
always maintained that achievement of 
a goal is difficult. 


INQUIRY... 


What do you think—negatively or pos- 
itively—about the Norman Vincent Peale 
approach ? 

Will you write our Letters columns— 
in 100 words ?—EptrTors. 
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Forward With Christ: (1) Some General Questions 


HE Presbyterian Church (U.S.) has 

taken as a three-year slogan the 
words, ‘‘Forward with Christ.” These 
words, of course, should be perennially 
emblazoned upon the banner of the 
church. But since we have chosen them 
especially for this time, it behooves us to 
ask exactly what they mean. Intensified 
effort should include intensified thought; 
the reconsecration of our lives should in- 
clude the reconsecration of our minds. 


For it is easy to write slogans, put out 
publicity, hold meetings, and, in the 
present religious climate, not too hard 
to add members to the church. It would 
be regrettable if we did all this only to 
hear the words of Jesus, “Why do you 
call me Lord and not do what I tell you?” 
Indeed, it would be tragic, for we not 
only should have failed, but also, by 
using the name of Jesus without doing 
his will, should have given the world 
reason to scoff. 


Going Somewhere 


What do we mean, then, by the slogan? 
We mean, in the first place, that we are 
going somewhere with Jesus as leader. 
However much he may be the Savior who 
has bound up our broken spirits and 
made us whole, now that we are his we 
have ceased to be lambs carried in the 
bosom of the shepherd and have become 
men who follow in his footsteps. It is 
easy to forget this. Jesus himself said 
that the kingdom of heaven is composed, 
not indeed of children, but of the child- 
like; also, he invited the weak, the sick, 
the heavy-laden to come unto him. Un- 
doubtedly, he saw it as a part of his mis- 
sion to comfort and protect the poor, 
scattered folk of the world. But it should 
never be forgotten that even in the invita- 
tion to the heavy-laden he urged them to 
take upon themselves his burden, and his 
yoke for pulling; and in his great mis- 
sionary command, he said, Go. If Jesus 
then has given us of his health, it is that 
we may transmit, by happy contagion, 
that health to others. We mean, in the 
first place, then, that we are going some- 
where with him. 


Where Did He Go? 


But where? Well, where did he go? 
Where would he go if he were here in the 
flesh today? As the Great Physician, he 
went among the sick; as the Savior, he 
went among sinners. He did not come 
to call the righteous, he said, but sinners 
to repentance. Therefore, if he were 
here now, he would go, and we must fol- 
low, where the sinners chiefly are. Where, 





MR. DABBS is well known to the readers of 
these columns. A former college professor, 
he makes his home in Mayesville, S. C. 
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today, are the chief congregations of the 
ungodly? 

It would be more accurate to ask, In 
what areas of life today, in what rela- 
tionships, are men most separated from 
God? For this is what sin is. Further- 
more, though all sin is separation from 
God, sins change with the centuries. Now 
one type of situation tends'to keep us 
from God, now another; and those who 
would aid God in saving men from their 
sins must understand the age in which 
they live, its weaknesses and its strengths, 
its sins and its salvations. 


In thus suggesting the existence of cer- 
tain areas of life in which sin is more 
than usually prevalent, I am not denying 
that all men—except perhaps the mystics 
in their moments of vision—live sep- 
arated from God and in sin. All men 
are sick, for all men are more or less 
centered in themselves and not in God. 
In the midst of our belief lurks unbelief, 
One of the truest prayers ever uttered was 
that of the distressed father, “Lord, I 
believe; help thou mine unbelief.” Nev- 
ertheless, if we would bring the love of 
Jesus to men, we must consider the world 
in which we live, and determine as best 
we can what aspects of that world tend 
to keep men from God. 

In His Spirit 

But, before we do this, we should no- 
tice one other meaning of the slogan, 
“Forward with Christ.” Not only are we 
to go with him, and where the need is, we 
are also to go in his spirit. This is im- 
plicit in the statement that we are fol- 
lowing him, but it should be stated ex- 
plicity. What is his spirit? It is, I be- 
lieve, the spirit of compassionate love. 
Everything follows from this; without 
this, nothing follows. As we possess this 
spirit, and only as we possess it, are we 
his followers. This is what Paul said 
in the thirteenth chapter of First Corin- 
thians; this is what Jesus said in his life. 
In the trinity of faith, hope, and love, 
love is the greatest; in the trinity of (1) 
following Jesus, (2) into the world, (3) 
in his spirit, in his spirit is the greatest 
of all. 

To return now to a consideration of 
those aspects of the modern world in 
which man’s separation from God is most 
evident, I would mention three: the set- 
ting of race against race, of class against 
class, and of nation against nation. The 
first is commonly called racialism; the 
second, with no accepted name, is mainly 
economic and appears in the struggle 
of capital with labor and eventually of the 
proletariat with the rest of society; the 
third is nationalism, which, though poli- 


tical, is involved with economics, as is 
clearly seen in communism. 


Most Dangerous Diseases 


I maintain that these are the most im- 
portant ways in which contemporary man 
is tempted to get along without God, that 
these are the most dangerous modern 
spiritual diseases, and that Christians, if 
they are really concerned to save men 
from their sins, must take cognizance of 
them. 

I know it will be said that I am ad- 
vocating the social gospel and departing 
from the personal gospel of Jesus. I 
hope I am not departing from the per- 
sonal gospel of Jesus; as to the social 
gospel, we shall see. I am certainly ad- 
vocating something better than what we 
have been presenting—and representing. 
I am advocating that we believe our own 
slogan and go forward with Christ. If 
what we have been presenting is good 
enough, why then the desperate situation 
in which we are today? 

There are those who will say that 
Christians are not responsible for the 
desperate state of the world; that the 
world is, as always, “the world,” first 
member of the triad, ‘“‘the world, the flesh, 
and the devil,” and that Christianity is 
not here to change these evils but merely 
to give Christians the strength to bear 
them and to keep themselves unspotted. 
I must say frankly that I do not accept 
this view. We pray, ‘““Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth,” and earth is 
now, among other things, race, and eco- 
nomic class, and nation. 

There are others who, while admitting 
that Christians should work to extend 
God’s kingdom in the world, are unwill- 
ing to accept the present crisis as in part 
of their making, and therefore as a judg- 
ment upon them. I think they are mis- 
taken. The Western world has called 
itself Christian for many centuries; the 
dominant countries of the Western world 
are Protestant; in fact, the modern West- 
ern world is typically Protestant. Fur- 
thermore, the Western world is now, gen- 
erally speaking, the world: the great 
movements which are sweeping the whole 
world are western in their origin, though 
both communism and Eastern national- 
ism are now rising against the power of 
the West. We are Protestants; we shaped 
the modern world; the modern world is 
in crisis. We must bear a large share 
of the blame. 


Need Personal Gospel 

What have we done wrong? We have 
been remiss in preaching and exemplify- 
ing the personal gospel of Jesus, I do 
not say we have preached the personal 
gospel instead of the social, and that now 








we need to add the social; I say we have 
not preached the personal gospel which 
we claimed to preach, but have preached 
instead an individual gospel—which at 
its worst is no gospel at all. If we go 
forward, we must present the personal 
gospel. If we do this, we shall be pre- 
senting at the same time the social gos- 
pel; for personal and social are obverse 
and reverse of the same coin. Society is 
the relationship between persons. 

What do I mean when I say that we 
have presented an individual instead of 
a personal gospel? I mean, for one 
thing, that we have tended to urge people 
to save their souls, either for another 
life or for this life and another. As Jesus 
said and showed, the only way to save 
your soul is to forget about it. But in 
the religion we have presented, a man 
strikes a bargain with God, giving God 
his soul in settlement of legal claim. I 
realize this puts the worst face on the 
matter, and that we have often done better 
than this; but this is the kind of thing 
we have done and it is very far indeed 
from the compassionate spirit of Jesus. 

But, notice. It was very close to the 
individualistic spirit of the West. Every 
man for himself, God saves the best man, 
and devil take the hindmost. You don’t 
do this individualistic, impersonal, unso- 
cial sort of thing for some centuries and 
not pay for it. We are paying for it. 


Result: Disaster 

We are paying for it in the impersonal 
nature of modern life. Is this impersonal] 
nature, then, bad? If, as Jesus main- 
tained, we live in a personal universe, it 
is disastrous. And we Christians have 
shaped modern life. There have been 
plenty of people in the churches to salt 
the western world and keep it sweet—if 
they had been salt themselves. But being 
themselves largely without savor, without 
the savor of the universal and compas- 
sionate spirit of Jesus, they little by little 
and over the centuries constructed a world 
in which a man might make money and 
get ahead merely by limiting his personal 
interests, cutting himself off from people, 
and using those people as means to his 
own advancement, not as eternal ends in 
the economy of God. So, now, we have 
built a world where everybody is bound 
to everybody else, but where nobody 
knows anybody, and where, consequently, 
to find some little nourishment for our 
starved selves, we form races and classes 
and nations. For race, class, the indus- 
trial proletariat, for instance—and na- 
tion, as we know them, are modern crea- 
tions; and the passionate support we give 
them bespeaks our inner poverty. 


Moralistic Gospel 

In the second place, though claiming to 
present a personal gospel, we have pre- 
sented a moralistic gospel. Is this moral- 
istic gospel individualistic? It is, in- 
directly, and it is certainly less than per- 
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sonal. Just as the individual is an ab- 
straction from the person—a census, for 
instance, counts individuals, not persons 


*—and is less, therefore, than the person, 


so morality is an abstraction from per- 
sonal life. It is a sort of lowest common 
denominator of persons; a certain set of 
rules, extracted from personal life, in 
order to tie society together. The rules 
help; but the real cement of society is 
not rules, it is persons. Where there are 
persons, there is society. Where there are 
chiefly individuals, abstractions of per- 


Wilbur LaRoe Says: 


The Minister's Job. A great deal of 
damage is done by laymen’s wrong con- 
cept of the minister’s duty. Too often 
the layman thinks of the minister as 
“hired to run the church.” Many even 
think of him as hired to raise money. 
This is all wrong. The minister is the 
spiritual leader. The laymen are re- 
sponsible for the administrative running 
of the church, including responsibility 
for the budget and money-raising. That 
church will be strongest which recognizes 
this distinction. 


God on the Golf Course. Said a 
prominent lawyer, “Well, I can worship 
God on the golf course better than in 
church.” Any such view is selfish and 
unsound. It is selfish because the gentle- 
man prefers the golf course (it is more 
fun) and because he dislikes the respon- 
sibility of church attendance. It is wrong 
because if everybody worshipped God 
only on the golf course there would be no 
churches. Christianity is strong, not be- 
cause of worship on golf courses, but 
because unselfish and consecrated men 
join together to form churches with evan- 
gelistic and other programs. This writer 
happens to be very fond of golf, but I 
never saw a soul saved on a golf course. 














What a Nation! So great is the po- 
tential economic growth of our beloved 
nation that government economists are 
actually thinking in terms of a possible 
doubling of everyone’s income. So ter- 
rific is our agricultural wealth that the 
government has felt constrained to buy 
and remove from the market surplus food 
products in the unbelievable sum of six 
thousand million dollars. Our material 
wealth would seem to cast upon us a 
heavy burden of responsibility for im- 
proving our moral and spiritual strength. 


Cheapness in the Church. Why, 
O why, must there be so much cheapness 
in the church? Why such low salaries? 
Why so many unpainted church build- 
ings? Why so many worn carpets? Are 
not all of these things proof that we do 
not love enough? 


Washington, D. C. 


sons, society will be weak, and will have 
to be shored up by moralistic rules. Fur- 
thermore, the poor individuals in such a 
society will be continually trying to 
strengthen themselves by this extraneous 
strengthening of society. 

Do not misunderstand me. Christi- 
anity flowered in Judea, the home of the 
great prophets. But it is concerned with 
morality indirectly, as an inevitable re- 
sult of the religious experience. It is 
inevitable that one who has been trans- 
formed by, and into, the compassionate 
spirit of Jesus, and imbued with the love 
of God, should be concerned with good- 
ness and evil in the lives of men. But 
the church has tended to jump the essen- 
tial matter, the compassionate spirit of 
Jesus. and to focus its attention upon cer- 
tain actions, especially certain supposedly 
bad actions, with the intention of pre- 
venting them. Failing to create persons, 
it supports rules for keeping individuals 
in order. For instance. the church often 
condemns drinking and card-playing. 
These actions may—or may not—be 
harmful. The significant thing is that 
the condemnation grows, not out of the 
compassionate spirit of Jesus, but out of 
the generally accepted opinion that such 
actions are harmful. 


Standard of Society 


Here, again, the church has fitted 
Western life like glove to hand. The 
church has generally condemned or 
praised those actions which the contem- 
porary society has condemned or praised. 
It has been mainly concerned with con- 
verting men to society, making them in 
a general way better citizens. This works 
very well so long as society is healthy 
and thriving. But suppose, with the pas- 
sage of time, society itself begins to creak 
and even to tremble? What is needed 
then is not a greater accommodation to 
the demands of society but a critical ap- 
praisal of them. That is the age we live 
in now. Racialism, class struggle, na- 
tionalism are cancerous growths in mod- 
ern society. 

But, if it be urged that the church 
now condemn racialism, for instance, as 
well as drunkenness, it may be replied, 
certainly by Protestants, that it is not the 
province of the church to lay down the 
law as to good and evil; that it is the ob- 
ligation rather of the individual to stand 
before God and the bar of his own con- 
science and defend there the ethics of his 
life. Whether or not this is the genius 
of Protestantism, as some say it is, the 


church has not generally lived up to it.’ 


What it has done is, as I have just said, 
to accept the general viewpoint of con- 
temporary society, and to repeat the gen- 
eral condemnation or praise. What, 
then, is the church to do now? With the 
social structure as rotten as it is, the 
church, by accepting the status quo. may 
be compounding the ills of life. 
Enp, First Part. 
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LETTER FROM GENEVA 


Presbyterians Have Many Names 
By MARCEL PRADERVAND 


ANY American Presbyterians are 

not aware that they belong to the 
second largest group of Protestants in 
the world—the largest being the Luther- 
ans. However, many “Presbyterian” 
Churches do not call themselves “Pres- 
byterian”; they bear the name “Reform- 
ed,” and this is especially true in Europe. 
In the U.S.A., too, there are not only 
“Presbyterian” Churches, but also a “Re- 
formed Church” and an “Evangelical 
and Reformed Church.” All these 
churches belong to the “Alliance of the 
Reformed Churches holding the Presby- 
terian Order,” more generally known as 
the “World Presbyterian Alliance.” 

Reformed or Presbyterian Churches are 
to be found on all continents; they exist 
on both sides of the Iron Curtain and 
it was my privilege last spring to visit 
our churches in Hungary and Czechoslo- 
vakia. 

In spite of the Marxist philosophy 
which is taught in these countries, church 
life goes on in a remarkable way. A 
Czech pastor writing to me in December 
said, “This autumn was a good period in 
our activities. The Sunday services were 
well attended; so are the Bible study 
groups held in many parts of my parish.” 

In Poland, the synod of the small Re- 
formed Church was held in Warsaw on 
October 31 and November 1, 1954. About 
150 people, mostly laymen, took part in 
the deliberations; a new president of the 
Consistorium (the executive authority of 
the church) was elected in the person of 
Mr. Stefan Baum. The report which 
has just reached me speaks of “the great 
earnestness” which characterized the de- 
liberations of the synod. 

The new Consistorium feels that its 
most urgent responsibilities are the fol- 
lowing: 

1. The establishment of a closer and 
more harmonious collaboration between 
the Consistorium and the individual con- 
gregations, in order to bring together the 
scattered members of the church. To this 
end, Bible classes will be organized every- 
where; Sunday schools will be started in 
new localities; courses in religion will be 
given to the youth of the church and it is 
hoped that summer camps will be organ- 
ized for the young people. 


2. Development of the pastoral min- 





DR. PRADERVAND, who is general secretary 
of the Alliance of the Reformed Churches 
throughout the World Holding the Presby- 
terian Order, will contribute a regular news 
letter based on his extensive contacts with 
worldwide Presbyterianism. His office is in 
Geneva, Switzerland. 
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istry. 
3. Development of the missionary work 
of the church. 


From Venezuela 


In other parts of the world also the 
work of conquest for Christ goes on. Let 
me quote from a report recently received 
from Venezuela, Latin America, where 
there is a small Presbyterian Church 
(with only one presbytery) : 

“The organized churches of the presby- 
tery hardly cover the vast field which has 
been allotted to its responsibility. Hence 
a program of intense evangelism is called 
for throughout the whole field. The visits 
of missionaries, the sale of books in mar- 
ket places and in the villages, and the 
campaigns of an organized nature are 
the means used for gaining contacts in 
opening up fields. With the aid of the 
secretary for evangelism in Latin Amer- 
ica, the services of Pastor Richard Glahn 
from Colombia were obtained for an 
extended piece of evangelism in the rural 
areas. With the knowledge of the soil 
which he possesses, and his ability to 
appeal to the humble people, his message 
was effective in obtaining openings for 
the gospel in a number of places. It is 
a long way from these beginnings to the 
organization of a church, so it becomes 
evident that much of the Presbyterian 


field in Venezuela is still in the seed- 
sowing stage. ... 

“In general, it can be stated that an 
advance is being made. The church is 
growing, new points for the preaching 
of the gospel are being established, Sun- 
day schools are taking hold as never be- 
fore, buildings for worship are coming 
into being, prejudices are being dissi- 
pated, and the “prospects for the future 
are as bright as the promises of God.” 





This is good news indeed. It shows 
that in the East as well as in the West 
our churches are conscious of their re- 
sponsibilities and anxious to proclaim 
that Christ is truly the only Hope of the 
world. 
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students and youth. 


protest against colonialism. 


Asian peoples. 





By James H. Robinson 
TOMORROW IS TODAY 
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‘““A unique experiment was made by the Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Missions when it decided to send a Negro Christian leader around the world 
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“Dr. Robinson writes as a warm sympathizer with the aspirations of the 
His friendly spirit, his humor and his capacity to join in 
the aspirations of others are reflected on every page. He is a vivid reporter. 
He speaks to the conscience of America in a way that should stab us 
awake. His chief appeal is to Western Christians to make more of an 
effort to understand what is happening and to contribute to a solution of 
the problems of the under-developed areas. His book is a stirring plea for 
support of Christian missions and for an international policy of construc- 
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EDITORIAL 


Clear and Vital Teaching 


Three items in this issue may well be 
read in relation to each other. One is 
the report of the National Council of 
Churches study which shows young 
people feeling that their church organ- 
izations are just so-so (p. 10). Another 
is the Charlotte, N. C., report of Metho- 
dist Bishop Lord’s warning against what 
he called “double-talk and evasion in 
the pulpit.” And the third is the South 
Carolina Advocate comment on the gulf 
between ministers and laymen (see col- 
umn 3). 

Although ministers come under the 
spotlight in this consideration because 
they bear the major responsibility in the 
church’s teaching ministry, they do not 
bear the responsibility alone. In Pres- 
byterian churches, for example, the elders 
‘have a like obligation to be plain teach- 
‘ers and exemplars of the truth of God. 
| In too many situations, Sessions with 
‘this responsibility become more alarmed 
at scuffed-up floors or fingerprints on the 
woodwork than at departing streams of 
‘young people. They sometimes seem to 
spend more energy in finding ways to 
keep people from using church property 

(except in sit-and-listen sessions) than 
in the mental toil required to build vital 
and challenging programs. 

The preacher, though, as the ordained 
leader and inspirer, has the inescapable 
mission not only of opening the eyes of 
‘his officers, but also of speaking to them 
from the pulpit in plain and unmistak- 
able syllables week by week. 

In this sermonic test he may face his 
ultimate defeat. He may think he is 
being bold and courageous as he extols 
justice and fair play and goodwill and 
‘human liberties, but what man in any 
church pew is not to be found on that 
side—at least in his own eyes? 
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One candid observer tells of a joag 
line of ministers, both neophytes and 
veterans, who supplied the pulpit of his 
church during a vacancy. With one ex- 
ception, he declares, they spoke in gener- 
alities, with no clear application of a 
burning truth. Now, in observing the 
lack of understanding between pastors 
and their people, his admonition is this: 


“Urge the seminaries to teach the 
young ministers-to-be to visit more and 
to be concerned to make their Biblical 
theology sermons (now the fashion) more 
understandable in terms of the social pat- 
terns and conflicts and thought-forms of 
today.” 


Protestant Church Union 


Methodist-led discussions about some 
larger Protestant union of the churches, 
reported from Cincinnati early in Janu- 
ary, had Presbyterian opponents of union 
taking up the I-told-you-so cry once more. 

One of the objections advanced against 
the Presbyterian reunion in some quar- 
ters was the charge that this would be 
only the first step toward some great 
church, which people were told would be 
very bad—even worse than the big Pres- 
byterian church which they were trying 
desperately to keep divided. 

Well, there have doubtless been conver- 
sations about such a reunion within 
Protestantism for many years and there 
are occasional proposals in regard to it 
—like the E. Stanley Jones plan of a 
federated church in America. 

The effort led by Bishop Ivan Lee 
Holt of the Methodist Church and others 
offers a channel for the constructive dis- 
cussion of what will and must inevitably 
be considered by Christian people—and 
some Presbyterians, both U. S., and USA, 
have sat in on some of these conferences, 
just as do some Episcopalians, whose 
church is listed as an “observer.” 

So we have seen something of a stir in 
some circles by men who seemed to be 
afraid that something is going to happen 
like a vast union of the churches. Many 
of us could wish that there were more 
reason for the anxiety of such persons, 
for what man in his right mind would not 
work and pray for the greatest possible 
unity in the Christian ranks? What sane 
man would seek to keep the followers 
of Christ divided where they could stand 
and work and pray together? The aver- 
age layman, living daily in the midst of 
contacts where denominational distinc- 
tions are minimized, sees no point in it; 
he believes earnestly that there ought to 
be the greatest unity into which people 
of honest convictions can be led. 

While conversations go on, no one 
need be unduly anxious about what may 
happen to him and his family and con- 
gregation in the foreseeable future. Yet, 
so far as we Presbyterians are concerned, 
it would seem that the prospects of such 
a larger union are about as great for us 


as are those of reuniting the Presbyterian 
family at an early date. 


GUEST EDITORS 


Lesson from the Presbyterians 


For months now, the secular and reli- 
gious press have been carrying articles 
pro and con on the proposed Presbyterian 
union. ... 

The one thing that stood out in al} 
this was the split between the thinking 
of the Presbyterian ministers and the 
Presbyterian laymen in the South. One 
Presbyterian minister told us that ap- 
proximately 85 per cent of the Southern 
Presbyterian ministers were in favor of 
union. On the other hand, the majority 
of their laymen were opposed to union. 

There is a lesson here that transcends 
the immediate issue of Presbyterian union. 
By and large, Protestant laymen every- 
where are lagging behind their ministers 
in their understanding of the Christian 
faith. This is true of biblical studies, 
race relations, modern theological trends, 
and in ecumenical understanding and ex- 
perience. It is a trend that warrants the 
concern of every Protestant leader, wheth- 
er layman or minister—S. C. CHRISTIAN 
ADVOCATE. 


At Thy Word 


We toiled all night and took nothing! 
But at your word I will let down the nets. 
—Luke 5:5. Read verses 1-11. 

This story of the borrowed boat needs 
no comment save that Jesus used the tools 
and furnishings of daily life for ends 
which transformed them and, in his wis- 
dom, sanctified the common duties of life 
and eased the weariness of those who had 
lost hope in their toil. 

There are many situations in which 
we, as seekers for a new Christian order, 
and as lovers of peace and just relations 
between nations, seem to have wasted our 
labor. Many who love and serve may 
say, “Master we have toiled all night 
and taken nothing. We face only a hope- 
less dawn.” So long a story with so many 
chapters ! : 

There is but one answer: put out into 
the depths. Let down your nets again, 
meet the lesser failure with the vaster 
effort. Let failure teach us wisdom and 
hope deferred enrich us in patience. The 
power of God is beneath all Christian 
hope and toil. We have no choice but 
to. say when the day dawns upon our 
empty nets, “Master, at thy word.” 

O Thou, whose son himself knew the 
weariness of unrequited love and toil, save 
us from discouragement when we falter 
and see no issue of our labor. Renew our 
courage, replenish our wisdom, and kindle 
our faith with new resolve; in Jesus 
name.—AMEN. 


—GAIUS GLENN ATKINS in The Fellow- 
ship of Prayer, distributed by the National 
Council of Churches. Used by permission. 
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ON DISPLAY 


With acknowledgements to Reed and Barton, Silversmiths. 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


We preach not ourselves but Christ 
Jesus as Lord. II Cor. 4:5. 


ee OU’RE on display!” says The 
Silver Digest of Reed and Barton 
to retail jewelers around the country. 
The leaflet goes on to tell the retailer 
how to arrange his show windows so as 
to get results; that is, how to “implant 
the desire to buy.” No desire, no sale. 

The sermon is a kind of window dis- 
play of the Christian religion. It is not 
that religion itself; but it should point 
to it. The sermon ought to “implant the 
desire’ in those who pass by. Show win- 
dows are not only for those who come to 
look; they are for those who hadn’t 
thought of looking; they are designed to 
arrest the attention of passers-by, make 
them slow down and think. So the 
preacher in his sermon ought to give 
some thought to making these busy people 
really think. He is not himself on dis- 
play; but the success or failure of his 
display depends to some degree on wheth- 
er he himself gives wise thought to what 
he is doing. 

What is good advice for a man arrang- 
ing a window-full of silver, is good ad- 
vice for a minister preparing a sermon. 
He too has something of great beauty and 
value and usefulness to show. But there 
is a right way and a wrong way to dis- 
play your wares. Consider the silver- 
seller’s advice. 

1. “Choose vour silver for display. 
The fewer items the better. . .. Avoid the 
busy ten-cent-store look where many ob- 
jects are forced to fight for space. Silver 
should be displayed in a simple, dra- 
matic manner.” In sermonic terms, don’t 
put all your convictions into one sermon. 
Don’t throw in illustrations haphazardly. 
Don’t try to say so many things that they 
all “fight for space” and none has space 
enough. A few well-chosen beautiful 
pieces of silver will capture the eye where 
a crowded window only confuses. So 
with the sermon. 

2. “As your market changes from month 
to month, the type of items you display 
should be changed accordingly.” ‘The 
kind of silver you would put into the win- 
dow in May when people are buying 
wedding and graduation presents is not 
just what you might put on display when 
people have Christmas in mind. This is 
just the old principle, known well by 
Jesus and Paul and all the prophets, that 
good preaching is not a systematic cata- 
logue of truths, but a direct attempt to 
meet the existing actual needs of people 
in particular situations. Not a single 
writer in the Bible was a “systematic 
theologian,” a “Dogmatiker,” as the Ger- 
mans say; and this gives the Bible its 
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living quality. Systematic theology is 
a very good thing; but its place is not in 
the pulpit. Catalogues of silverware are 
likewise very useful; but the window of 
the store ought not to be a visible cata- 
logue of everything silversmiths can 
make. 

3. “Choose items that are appropriate 
to the seasons.” The gospel is good all 
the year around; but there is such a thing 
as the Church Year, and there is such a 
thing as the Calendar Year with its flow- 
ing seasons. A minister who can think 
of nothing new to say, and is not stimu- 
lated by the thought that this is the dead 
of winter (what a sermon could be 
preached with that for a starting point!) 
or this is St. Patrick’s Day, or promotion 
time at school, or election time, or some 
other season of nature or of culture— 
such a minister surely must have a dead 
imagination. 

4. “Sales can be increased in slow 
months with special advertising, direct 
mail, and again, window displays.” If 
a seller of silverware is urged to do some- 
thing extra in “slow months,” surely a 
preacher cannot afford to be less smart. 
The window display goes on around the 
year; but the direct approach is what 
keeps the customers coming in even when 
the crowds are thinner on the sidewalks. 
The evangelism of the sermon is no sub- 
stitute for the evangelism of the personal 
touch; and vice versa. 

5. “During [slow] times, promote one 
special feature.” Thanksgiving, the budg- 
et, Christmas, New Year’s, World Mis- 
sions follow one another pretty fast, too 
fast for the preacher to say very much 
about any one. But there are long 
stretches between special events, and 
these give the preacher his chance to de- 
velop some themes in a fuller and more 
satisfactory way than one twenty-minute 
effort, no matter how impressive, can be 
hoped to do. 

6. “Your arrangement should suggest 
use.” If the listeners can’t use the truth, 
they won’t be interested. Or if they are 
interested, as some people are in useless 
things, religion will seem like a hobby 
just like collecting postage stamps or 
match-books. However useful a truth 
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may be, furthermore, unless the preacher 
suggests what its use is, the people may 
not see the connection between the truth 
and the trail they have to follow. Euro- 
pean pundits look down their noses at 
the American sermon, because it is so 
filled with illustrations. It is no acci- 
dent that European churches are not so 
well filled as most of those in America. 
People have a right to ask: What’s this 
for? 


7. “People are always interested in the 
new idea, the new product... .Doa win- 
dow around some new silver items, with 
display cards proclaiming, in effect, ‘This 
is New!’” To be sure, there is nothing 
absolutely new in silverware; neither is 
there today in the Christian religion. But 
there are new shapes for the perennial 
uses. And there are new shapes of long- 
tested Christian thought. Ecumenical, 
existential, dialectical—don’t scare your 
people with such words, thrill them! 

8. “Color attracts. Use it with taste, 
but use it.” Some colors, we are told, are 
flattering to silver; some are not. Color 
suitable for some pieces is out of tune 
with others. So with divine truth. Shin- 
ing sterling needs no paint; neither does 
the gospel. But a colorless display of 
truth implants no desire. And remem- 
ber, you are not selling the color, but the 
silver! 

9. “Research shows that bright lights 
can vastly increase the salespower of 
your window. .. . Experiment with dif- 
ferent effects.” So, truth in obscurity 
remains on the shelf. It is better to light 
up one single truth from different angles 
and in varied ways, than to set out a 
dozen truths only half-seen in semantic 
shadows. 


10. “The thing that makes any window 
display a success is the idea behind it. 
Think in terms of the unusual. . . . Study 
the windows of stores in your town which 
you admire, and try to discover what 
makes them appeal to you. Then apply 
those principles to your own window.” 
For the preacher, this means studying the 
methods of other preachers, especially the 
appealing ones. If you find a hardware 
store with a noteworthy window, you can 
use the ideas in your own place—but be 
sure it’s silver you are still selling, and 
not sounding brass! 


Peace (College 


Owned by the Presbyterians of 

North Carolina 
A Junior College combined with the last 
two years of preparatory school for 
girls who wish to complete high school 
work in a college atmosphere. Accred- 
ited. Transfer or terminal programs 
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LIBERAL ARTS HOME ECONOMICS 
SECRETARIAL PRE-NURSING 
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CHURCH YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Survey Shows Them Ineffective 


CINCINNATI, O. (RNS) — Churches 
need to do more to hold the interest of 
young people, according to results of a 
four-year study conducted by the Central 
Department of Research and Survey of 
the National Council of Churches. 

The study, undertaken, to test church 
effectiveness, was reported to the annual 
meeting of the Council’s Division of 
Christian Education here. It reflected 
the opinion of nearly 2,000 youths, young 
adults, and a scattering of older persons. 

Nearly a third of the youths and one 
out of every four young adults who had 
dropped out of church work said they 
had been “bored.” They said they had 
lost interest in a church that did not meet 





their personal needs. 

It is indicated that the churches were 
not holding the interest of employed 
youth. College girls complained that as 
they became too old for the church youth 
group little else was provided for them. 


“Optional” Activities: Low 

Most of the young people rated the 
“traditional” church programs highly. 
These included the church’s teachings of 
right and wrong, standards of conduct, 
and Bible study. But they rated much 
less effective what the survey described 
as “optional” activities: scouting, voca- 
tional guidance, Christian attitude toward 
economics, war and peace, dating and 
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. and thus, of every well- 


Before launching building fund 
appeals, for example, most church 


leaders consider it a matter of in- 
tegrity to obtain architectural plans. This permits every member 
to see what his church needs, what it will build for future 


generations. 


“Blue sky” salesmanship isn’t good in secular life, and it is 
unthinkable in church affairs. Campaigns ordinarily should follow, 
not precede, basic decisions by building committees. 


The Christian who is shown his opportunity to participate in 
the specific plans of his church gives more understandingly and 
willingly because he sees how he can contribute to the work of 


the Kingdom. 


Integrity in laying the groundwork for a financial campaign 
pays big dividends in results, and in spiritual satisfaction. 
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marriage counseling, interdenominational 
and inter-creedal work, recreation and 
church history. 

The survey also showed that the young 
people felt the church was “weak in pro- 
viding opportunities to put into action 
Christian convictions and attitudes de- 
veloped by the church.” 

“The youth interviewed are, on the 
whole, friendly to the church, rate it 
favorably, and feel it is trying to do an 
effective job,” the department said. “They 
want to feel that they are part of the 
church, that there is a place for them, 
that adults want them and value their 
opinions and assistance in the work of 
the church.” 

The department expressed hope that 
the study “may provide motivation so 
that the churches will become, to a greater 
extent, centers for youth.” 

The study was carried on by Helen 
Spaulding of Chicago, director of Chris- 
tian Education Research for the National 
Council. She was assisted by students 
in 30 theological seminaries and by 
young people in nearly 200 churches of 
17 denominations. 


Young People Alienated 
By “Double-Talk” 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. (RNsS)—Youth is 
often driven from the church by “‘double- 
talk and evasion in the pulpit” regarding 
issues that religion must squarely face, 
Bishop John Wesley Lord of Boston told 
the Methodist Southeastern Jurisdiction 
at its quadrennial convocation here. 

“We cannot perpetuate religious taboos 
and hold our youth,” the Methodist lead- 
er said. “The church must cease to offer 
a religion that bolsters infantile and 
magical forms of thinking and praying. 
Youth is confused that so many adults in 
the church have remained in the primer 
stage of religion and yet have matured 
in other areas. 

“Christian youth recognizes the brother- 
hood of man as a corollary of the Father- 
hood of God and is willing to accept any 


person on the basis of his individual 
worth. It believes that it can create 


brotherhood on this earth and act with 
less bias and prejudice than its elders. 

“If we become impatient with youth’s 
haste in this matter, let us remember that 
it will slow down all too soon. We must 
capitalize on this zeal even though at 
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times it appears excessive and becomes a 
source of embarrassment.” 

Asserting that youth is impatient with 
pretensions and pretexts, Bishop Lord 
said the church must “learn to act upon 
the knowledge that Christian youth is 
both a field to be cultivated and a force 
to be appropriated.” 

“If the church neglects its youth, it 
neglects a great potential for good,” he 
said. ‘The gospel of our Lord has a 
greater chance for expression among our 
youth than among any other segment of 
our church population. 


“In too many churches, youth has been 
disenfranchised. Youth must be given 
positions of real responsibility in our 
churches and allowed to make mistakes 
if need be. 

“It is far better for the church to be 
embarrassed by the daring and zeal of its 
youth than that youth should be em- 
barrassed by the caution and hesitancy of 
the church.” 


Under 40 


All 190 members of the new Trinity 
church, Topeka, Kan., are under 40 years 
of age. Merle Q. Stevenson, pastor and 
organizer of the church, has accepted a 
call to Cherryvale, Kan. 


TRINITY UNIVERSITY 


a Presbyterian university 








Located in colorful San Antonio, Texas, 
home of the Alamo... a city of two cultures, 


Spanish and Anglo-American . . . noted for 
its delightful year-’round temperate climate 
: near Old Mexico, the Gulf Coast, 
ranches, hunting ranges, Randolph Field, and 
Fort Sam Houston . . . famous for music, art, 
drama, and... 

Trinity University—“ America’s most modern 
college campus.” An outstanding Christian 
co-educational university in the. Southwest, 
serving young people from all over the world. 
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and Secondary Schools. 
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July 16-August 26 


President: James Woodin Laurie 
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N. M. Presbytery Asks 
More Rapid Desegregation 


Socorro, N. M. (rNs)—Rio Grande 
Presbytery adopted a resolution here ac- 
knowledging ‘shame in our failure to 
move more rapidly toward the desegre- 
gation of all our Presbyterian colleges.” 

On the positive side, however, the res- 
olution applauded the orderly transition 
made in the desegregation of public 
schools in New Mexico. 

The presbytery also adopted resolu- 
tions supporting the United Nations, fa- 
voring passage of a state minimum wage 
law, and favoring a state law that would 
forbid discrimination in all public places 
for reasons of race, color, religion, an- 
cestry or national origin. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 


Educational Excellence. Member South- 
ern Association College and Secondary 
Schools, Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A. A. and A. S. degrees. Graduates trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two- 
year business course. Preparatory 
department with llth, 12th grades. 


Veterans. Moderate charges. ‘a 
shine Self-help. 4 Scholar 


Louis C. LaMotte, M.A. 
Th. D.. D. O., President 
Rox &8-R, MAXTON, 
NORTH CAROLINA 











Noting widespread juvenile “unrest 
and delinquency,” the presbytery urged 
parents to practice Christian discipline 
in the home to impress upon young people 
the importance of being a strong stabiliz- 
ing influence in their communities. 


Sees Birth Control Aid 
Presenting Moral Problems 


WasuHinctTon, D.C. (RNs)—Religious 
forces will have to deal with the moral 
problems created by a birth control pill 
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which scientists are on the verge of per- 
fecting, members of the, Washington 
Ministerial Union were told here. 

Dr. Abraham Stone, noted authority on 
marital relations, said that research into 
anti-pregnancy hormones sponsored by 
the Planned Parenthood Federation has 
reached a point where “ultimate success 
is assured.”’ 

Women will soon be able to take a 
pill twice a month that will make preg- 
nancy virtually impossible, he declared. 

Dr. Stone said clergymen will have to 
be prepared to deal with problems of im- 
morality which may ensue from the de- 
velopment of: such a contraceptive. 

While the new medication presents a 
challenging problem to society, he said, 
it also-offers a solution to the pressing 
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problem of overpopulation in many areas 
of the world. 

Dr. Stone asserted that unless some 
means is found of checking world pop- 
ulation growth the most serious conse- 
quences will ensue. 


Visser “t Hooft Praises 
Evanston Assembly Results 

GENEVA (RNS)—The Second Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches at 
Evanston, Ill., last August has built up 
‘‘an enormous reservoir of good will,” 
W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, the Council’s gen- 
eral secretary, said here. 

He told the WCC’s executive commit- 
tee that in no part of the world and in 
no church or confession had the reaction 
to the Assembly been mainly negative. 

The Evanston meeting, Dr. Visser ’t 
Hooft added, has demonstrated the grow- 
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ing confidence inside and outside the 
World Council’s constituency. 

The committee approved a program of 
studies recommended by the Council’s 
Division on Studies. Projects to be un- 
dertaken are a doctrinal study of “Christ 
and His Church,” a study of Christian 
responsibility in technically underdevel- 
oped areas, a study of Christianity and 
non-Christian religions and an investiga- 
tion of the lessons to be learned from the 
past and present position of Christianity 
in China. 

Davos, Switzerland, was chosen as the 
site of the Aug. 2-9 meeting. 


Park-Zwingle 


J. L. Zwingle has resigned as president 
of Park College, Mo., where he has served 
since 1947, in order to become vice-presi- 
dent of Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y., 
with particular responsibility for the 
long-range development programs. Before 
going to Park he was national director 


of the USO. 


Mott 


The body of John R. Mott, world- 
famous Methodist layman (see cover) was 
laid to rest Feb. 7 in Washington Ca- 
thedral (Episcopal), not far from the 
tomb of the Presbyterian, Woodrow Wil- 
son. 





“HOW SHALL THEY HEAR WITHOUT A PREACHER?” 


THE SIMPLE ANSWER IS—THEY CANNOT 
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The Fellowship of Christian Love 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for March 6, 1955 
Acts 2:42-47; Colossians 3:12-°16; | John 4:7-8 


Men today seek fellowship in a wide 
variety of ways—in clubs and parties and 
labor unions, in organizations for every 
conceivable purpose, over a glass of beer, 
on the golf course, in a game of bridge, 
in concerted action for causes good, bad 
and indifferent. 

“The tragedy is .. .”’ so ran a signifi- 
cant report a few years ago called To- 
wards the Conversion of England, “The 
tragedy is that the fellowship of the 
Christian church seems to offer” so many 
of our contemporaries “less in the way of 
community than is to be found in mem- 
bership of a political party, or trade 
union, or some other secular association.” 

This is not to say, of course, that 
the church does not offer fellowship. Its 
fellowship is the broadest because it alone 
places no limits upon its brotherhood; 
it is the deepest and most enduring be- 
eause it alone is based on fellowship with 
God. 

But such fellowship is not always ap- 
parent to the world. 

Abbe Michonneau, a Roman Catholic 
priest in Paris, recently described a typi- 
cal Romanist congregation: 

“What is the worth, as Christians, of 
this crowd that we see in church? Do 
they love one another? Are they a unified 
element of the community? Do they even 
know one another? Once out of the 
church, what ideas will they exchange, 
what influence on one another will they 
have? Do they have the idea of belonging 
to one and the same living Body, of being 
members of one another? Has the cere- 
mony they have just come away from 
united their minds and hearts in the one 
identical hope and thought? Do they go 
out with the burning desire of making 
Christ fill their lives and of seeing him 
reign in their environment? Did they 
come to fulfil an obligation for their own 
salvation, or did they come to strengthen 
and feed a life which they want to spread? 
What kind of examples are they going 
to be to the great mass of indifferent souls 
among whom they live? Will they be a 
family recognized for its charity, loyalty, 
faith in Christ, confidence, joy, courage 
under hardships? Or will they be pretty 
much like everybody else .around them, 
except for a weekly habit peculiar to 
them? When others look at this band 
of the faithful, will they have a mind to 
become Christian? Is it not more often 
just the opposite—If that is being Chris- 
tian! No thanks. Not for me!!’” (Revo- 
lution in a City Parish, Newman Press) 


These words, we will probably agree, 
have some application also to Protestan- 
tism. 

The church’s failure to manifest its 
fellowship more adequately is a loss (1) 
to those who are led to seek fellowship 
outside the church—they lose what Christ 
alone is able to give; (2) to those within 
the church—for “the Christian life is 
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one which can be realized only in fellow- 
ship, and (if it is true to itself) must be 
productive of fellowship”; and (3) to 
the cause of Christ—for “ultimately. the 
evidence for the credibility of the gospel 
in the eyes of the world will rest upon 
the evidence of a quality of life mani- 
fested in the church which the world 
cannot find elsewhere.” (Toward the 
Conversion of England) 


I. Basis 

The fellowship that the Holy Spirit 
seeks to realize in the church, the fellow- 
ship that enabled the church to begin 
its career of world conquest, is described 
for us in the opening chapters of Acts. 
After ten days of earnest and persistent 
prayer the waiting disciples were “filled 
with the Holy Spirit” (2:4). Peter 
explained to the assembled crowd that it 
was the gift of the risen and ascended 
Christ. “Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins,” he cried, 
“and you shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit” (2:38). Approximately 
three thousand people believed his words 
and were baptized. 

“And they continued steadfastly .. .,” 
the KjJv reads. So many who join the 
church do not continue, or if they con- 
tinue it is intermittently, sporadically, 
occasionally. Quite naturally, they fail 
to realize the full joy and power of the 
Christian life, and do not materially 
strengthen its witness. These early dis- 
ciples continued steadfastly, or as it is 
translated in the rsv “they devoted them- 
selves to the apostles’ teaching the fel- 
lowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers.” One does not grow in any 
skill unless he devotes himself to the 
necessary disciplines for the realization 
of that skill. Too many Christians think 
they can enjoy the benefits of religion 
without any such discipline. 

The early Christians devoted them- 
selves, first of all, “to the apostles’ teach- 
ing.” The apostles’ teaching is recorded 
for us in the New Testament. Any 
Christian in earnest about his Christian 
life will give time to the study of the 
Bible. Otherwise he will not grow. His 
thinking will reflect the popular attitudes 
about him, and not the mind of his Lord. 

The early disciples devoted themselves, 
in the second place, “to fellowship.” The 
Christian life does not develop in isola- 
tion. We must join in the fellowship of 
worship, not occasionally, sporadically, 
but regularly. And there must be fellow- 
ship of labor, as we bend our backs, give 
of our means, join our energies in car- 


rying on the great tasks of the Kindom. 

The early disciples devoted themselves 
in the third place “to the breaking of 
bread.” They held frequent “‘love-feasts” 
which ministered to their unity as a 
group culminating always in the breaking 
of the bread and in the distribution of 
the wine in commemoration of Jesus’ 
death upon the cross. The fellowship of 
the church is deeper than any other fel- 
lowship. It binds people of every age, 
sex, race, and class into a true brother- 
hood of man because of their common de- 
pendence on him ‘who loved us and gave 
himself for us.” And no Christian group 
will develop as it should, will be truly 
possessed, i.e., guided and empowered by 
the Spirit, unless it does hold frequent 
communion with its crucified and risen 
Lord. 

The early disciples devoted themselves 
in the fourth place to “the prayers,” i.e., 
to the stated occasions when either indi- 
vidually or in groups they were accus- 
tomed to engage in the exercise of prayer. 
Surrendering themselves to God’s Spirit, 
they had learned through habitual prayer 
to draw on those infinite resources which 
are available to men in no other way. 
And unless, we, too, devote ourselves 
to habitual prayer the Spirit will not be 
able to work through us as he might. 


Il. Its Manifestation 

What were the consequences of this 
kind of life? Luke tells us: (1) ‘Fear 
came upon every soul.” This does not 
mean the ordinary garden-type of fear 
which all if us have known in moments 
of sudden danger. It means rather godly 
fear, reverence, awe, the awareness of 
deity, the consciousness of being in the 
presence of the Almighty, that fear of 
God which frees us from every other fear, 
that sense of God’s presence that creates 
the distinctive qualities of the Christian 
life at its highest and best. 

(2) “And many wonders and signs 
were done through the apostles.” The 
signs and wonders which attracted the 
most attention at first were the more 
showy signs, no doubt, sudden conver- 
sions, speaking in tongues, miracles of 
healing, and the like. But as time went 
on, the wonders and signs which attracted 
most attention, and which have continued 
to be the secrets of the church’s growth, 
were the wonders and signs of transform- 
ed lives. As Paul wrote, “The fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle- 
ness, self-control” (Gal. 5:22-23). 

(3) “And all who believed were to- 
gether and had all things in common.” 
This was not “communism”; it dees not 
mean, as a careful reading will reveal, 
that Christians ceased to retain private 
property; it means rather that they 
shared with those who were in need, that 
none in the early Christian group were 
allowed to go hungry or in want, that 
members of the church were concerned 
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not only with men’s spiritual needs, but 
also with their physical needs. This 
practical brotherhood continued to char- 
acterize the church for the next three hun- 
dred years, as the church remained a 
persecuted minority within the Roman 
Empire. It was one of the secrets of its 
ultimate victory. Pagans said, “Behold 
how those Christians love one another,” 
and this is what they meant. As Julian, 
the apostate emperor who tried unsuccess- 
fully to breathe new vitality into the old 
faith after the Empire had become Chris- 
tian, explained in a letter to a friend: 
“The Jews do not allow any of their own 
people to become beggars, and the Chris- 
tians support not only their own, but also 
our poor; but we (non-Christians) leave 
ours unhelped. It is matters like this 


which have contributed most to the spread 
of Christianity.” 


The greatest enemy of Christianity 
today is Communism. This dangerous 
teaching will continue to spread in many 
parts of the world until the depressed 
masses of mankind recognize that the 
followers of Jesus Christ are more con- 
cerned, and more intelligently concerned, 
with their material wants, than are the 
followers of Karl Marx. 

(4) “And day by day, attending the 
temple together and breaking bread in 
their homes, they partook of food with 
glad and generous hearts, praising God 
and having favor with all the people.” 
Joy was one of the characteristic marks 
of the early Christians, and one of the 
explanations of their growth. As C. E. 
Raven has pointed out: 

“From their writings, from the inscrip- 
tions in their burial places, from the tes- 
timony of their critics and persecutors 
comes evidence of a zest of life, a gaiety, 
a comradeship, a courage hitherto unprece- 
dented and never surpassed. No wonder 
that in a generation this fold had their 
followers everywhere, that the highest in 
the imperial court were drawn to them, 
that men watched and wondered, asking 
for the secret of this transforming vitali- 
ty.” (Quoted by Kirby Page in Living 
Joyously.) 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


IN IcNAnaohioliole Moh aelilolol(-Millertigel| 
ale Maite Lalilare| ab aiela-. ae Mt ielial-te) 
eiiok tm MAS tieal-tale ee amo -Talelial—) 
elk Mmelial-lamdaltladalddeh al 


studios of 
(C} 3 @) (Coe Oa 


15 PRINCE ST. PATERSON 6, N. J 





14 


And so it is today. As Archbishop 
Temple wrote a few years ago, and as 
William Grenfell, famed missionary doc- 
tor, noted in his Labrador Notebook: 

“This joy is obeying, this happiness in 
the sense of Christ’s help, this cheerful- 
ness in the sight of God and man, is one 
of the greatest missionary powers on 
earth, second only to the power of love.” 


(5) “And the Lord added to their 
number day by day those who were being 
saved.” These were not men and women 
who joined the church because it was 
the easy or popular thing to do, but 
because the Lord Jesus Christ had touch- 
ed their lives and claimed their wills for 
his own. The kKyjv translates the last 
phrase, “‘such as should be saved,” as 
though their salvation were still in the 
future. The Asv translates it as “those 
that were saved,” as though their salva- 
vation were completed. The rsv cor- 
rectly renders the force of the Greek 
tense, “those who were being saved.” 
The Bible does at times speak of salva- 
tion as though it had taken place in the 
past, for the victory over sin and death 
has been sealed through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. At other 
times it speaks of salvation as though 
it were still in the future, for its consum- 
mation will not be realized in the present 
life. But more frequently the Bible 
speaks of salvation as a process that 
begins here and is only completed in the 
world to come. 

The church is composed then, of men 
and women whom the Lord Jesus Christ 
has claimed and who are “being saved.” 
Some have advanced further along the 
way than others, some have advanced 
further in one direction and some in an- 
other. Each of us therefore should learn 
from others, and each in turn should in- 
spire others. The greatest “saints” do 
not claim to be “already perfect.” They 
say, rather, with Paul, I press on to make 
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made 
me his own” (Phil. 3:12). 

Leslie Weatherhead, probably the most 
popular preacher in England, says: 

“The churches have failed because they 
are cluttered up with unconverted people. 
... The greatest enemy of Christianity is 
the spurious substitute that goes by that 
name, and the greatest barrier against 
the coming of the Kingdom in modern 
times is the number who follow the forms 
of religion without the fire, who say the 
words without the meanings, who attend 
the worship and enjoy the hymns, and 
indeed, everything that is offered to them 


in the hour they spend in a beautiful build- 


ing, but never have taken Christ seriously 
and never intend to. Frankly, they have 
never caught a real glimpse of what Christ 
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was talking about and they never bother 
to ask. 

“Compare them with the early Chris- 
tians and we find that men and women, 
with nothing like the education or culture 
or intellectual development of modern 
days, went out into a pagan world with 
half a dozen essential things which few 
members of the modern church possess: 

“1. A transforming, communicable ex- 
perience of the living Christ. 

“2. A passion to pass it on. 

“3. An unbreakable fellowship with the 
other members of the converted group. 

“4. A love for men which was not de- 
pendent on being loved, or liked, or flat- 
tered; a love not in terms of sentimental 
feeling, but of unbreakable goodwill and 
high desire. 

“5. An inward serenity or peace not de- 
pendent on the number of things there are 
to do in a day. 

“6. A deep sense of joy not dependent 
on being happy; for joy is not the opposite 
of unhappiness, but the opposite of un- 
belief, and the word ‘joy’ is too great and 
grand to be confused with the superficial 
thing we call happiness. It was joy and 
peace which Jesus said he left men in his 
will.” (Quoted by Kirby Page in Living 
Joyously, published by Rinehart and Co.) 

Such was the early Christian fellow- 
ship, and such is the fellowship toward 
which we should aspire. 

We need groups of people, small or 
large, who will devote themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers; who 
live in the ‘fear” of the Lord, who mani- 
fest in their words and deeds and wonders 
and signs of transformed Christian lives, 
particularly the fruits of the Spirit enu- 
merated by Paul; who are concerned with 
men’s material needs along with their 
spiritual ones; and who display Chris- 
tian love in action; whose lives are ra- 
diant with that joy which Christ alone 
can give. 

Wherever such groups are found we 
will see the Lord adding to their number 
day by day those who are being saved. 
Ill. Its Maintenance 

In Colossians 3:12-17, Paul enumer- 
ates ten distinctive virtues which must 
be cultivated if the Christian fellowship 
is to be sustained; (1) Compassion or 
pity for those who are in distress; (2) 
kindness toward others; (3) humbleness 
of mind (KJ) or lowliness (Rsv) which 
leads to a proper estimate of ourselves; 
(4) meekness, used here in the sense of 
gentleness, the opposite of rudeness; (5) 
long-suffering or patience, which is the 
ability to endure without giving way 
under the strain; (6) forbearance, which 
means the ability to hold one’s self back 
when one is tempted to break loose and 
let fly the word or the deed, which one 
is later likely to regret; (7) a readiness to 
forgive as Christ also has forgiven us; 
(8) love, as the girdle which binds every- 
thing together in perfect harmony; (9) 
the peace of Christ determining our action 
whenever there is a conflict of wills; 
and (10) constant thankfulness to God. 


Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
the Division of Education, National Council of Churches 
pture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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Lenten Reading List 


By GERALD KENNEDY 


EW things annoy me more than a 

self-appointed expert telling me what 
1 ought to read. That reaction may be 
caused by an unconfined, sometimes un- 
refined, choice of books since I was old 
enough to spell out the words. The mod- 
ern trend of grading books for certain age 
levels leaves me cold. Adult books read 
as a boy made me stretch my mind for 
meanings but dimly grasped. But is that 
bad? I take a very dim view of all the 
emphasis on guidance in reading. 

This list of books, therefore, represents 
no more than one man’s personal prefer- 
ences after reading more than one hun- 
dred volumes. I would not argue with 
anyone who might be critical of my 
choices, for he could very well be right. 
All I can say is, that the books chosen 
seemed to have certain superior qualities 
to at least one reader. 


I must confess that an attempt was 
made to strike some sort of balance among 
the different kinds of books, so that the 
fare offered would be more than one 
course. It has been a fine experience and 
my thanks go to those who made it pos- 
sible. I believe that any reader can find 
religious insight and spiritual nurture 
from any book on the list. 


THE BOOK THAT IS ALIVE. By John 
Paterson. The unusual feature of this 
book is that while it deals mainly with 
the Wisdom Literature of the Old Testa- 
ment, it brings the whole Bible to life. 
It is a worthy study of the true and lively 
Word of God. Scribners, $3.50. 

CHRISTIAN DEVIATIONS. By Hor- 
ton Davies. Are you ever hard-put to say 
just why Christian Science, Mormonism, 
or Moral Rearmament are not quite in- 
side the orthodox fold? This book states 
clearly and charitably what issues sep- 
arate these and other groups from tradi- 
g Christianity. Philosophical Library, 

.75. 

CREED OF OUR HOPE. By Merrill 
R. Abbey. Creeds are not very exciting 
until someone describes the living issues 
involved in their propositions. This is 
one of the most helpful and hopeful 
books on the Apostle’s Creed which has 
appeared in many a moon. Brief, realis- 
tic, vital! Abingdon, $1.75. 

THE CROSS IS THE KEY. By Clif- 
ford A. Nelson. We cannot be brought 
back to the Cross too often. It is the 
center of our faith and the light on our 
way. The sermons begin with these as- 
sumptions and give a sense of solidity. 
They are particularly appropriate for 
Lenten reading. Augustana, $2.50. 

THE DARKNESS. By Evan John. Of 
the many writers who feel called to write 
a novel about Jesus, not many are chosen. 
One of the few is Evan John who tells 
a fresh and convincing story through 
letters, reports of an investigating com- 
mittee, and files of the secret police. 
Sounds modern! Putnam, $3.50. 

THE DILEMMA OF CHURCH AND 
STATE. By G. Elson Ruff. Packed into 
a small compass, the book deals with a 
big subject in a sharp, pointed manner. 
The problem is perennial and the solu- 


FEBRUARY 21, 1955 


tions must be tentative. But if you are 
seeking the basic assumptions of our 
Faith in this field, they are here. Muhlen- 
berg, $1.50. 

EACH ONE TEACH ONE: FRANK 
LAUBACH. By Marjorie Medary. Every- 
one ought to know something about 
Frank Laubach and his crusade for liter- 
acy. In sheer daring and Christian vis- 
ion, it is one of the great movements of 
the church. Take a look at what Christ 
made one Christian see and do. Long- 
mans, $3.00. 

THE EARLY EVANGELICALS. By 
L. E. Elliott-Binns. One of the best 
church history surveys I have ever read. 
There is nothing academic or dull here, 
but the life of men and movements. Con- 
sider your heritage and rejoice! Sea- 
bury, $6.50. 





KENNEDY: A stretched mind 
is not bad. 
FROM A CHRISTIAN GHETTO. By 


Geddes MacGregor. Comparisons are 
odious, but this reminds me of Screwtape 
Letters. The time is the twenty-fifth cen- 
tury and the Christians are once again 
a despised minority. Ah, what spirit, 
and what insights! Incidentally, what 
judgments on our feeble faith! Long- 
mans, $2.00. 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 
AND ITS MEANING FOR TODAY. By 
E. T. Thompson. To clarify. educate and 
inspire—all in one volume—is no mean 
accomplishment. Because this book did 
all of this for at least one reader, he 
dares to hope it will do the same things 
for others. Real teaching! John Knox, 
$2.95. 

HORNS AND HALOS IN HUMAN NA- 
TURE. By J. Wallace Hamilton. The 
parable of the Prodigal Son is the frame- 
work for these contemporary and stimu- 
lating sermons. While they expand an 
ancient theme and begin with one of the 
most familiar stories in the world, they 
reflect the directness and simplicity of the 
original. Revell, $2.50. 

IF GOD BE FOR US. By Robert E. 
Luccock. What are the gifts of the 
Spirit? How are they appropriated by a 
Christian? If you are interested in an- 
swers to these questions, here is a book 
for you. The worthy son of a great 


Each year the Protestant Lenten 
List Committee of the Religious 
Publishers Group invites an out- 
standing person to select 26 re- 
cently-published books for Lenten 
reading. This year the selector is 
Bishop Gerald Kennedy of the Los 
Angeles Area of the Methodist 
Church. Bishop Kennedy is well- 
known for his many books and for 
his radio and television programs. 


father carries his bright lamp through 
our dark streets. Harper, $2.50. 

IMMORTALITY: THE SCIENTIFIC 
EVIDENCE. By Alson J. Smith. The 
majority of people have no idea of the 
scientific attempts being made to explore 
spiritual phenomena. I am not sure that 
the evidence presented here will be con- 
vincing, but it is good to know that it is 
being sought. Prentice-Hall, $3.00. 

THE INSPIRATIONAL READER, Wil- 
liam Oliver Stevens, ed. The Bible’s word 
is not always easy to come by, especially 
for those who do not know the Book 
very well. This gives the great passages 
under subject headings and will prove to 
be “a very present help in trouble.” 
Doubleday, $3.50. 

THE JOURNEY. By Lillian Smith. 
Now and again a person writes about 
personal experiences and observations 
in such a way that it calms the spirit. 
As if this were not enough, this book 
deepens faith in people and is like a 
quiet walk with a good friend. World, 
3.50. 

' A JOURNEY INTO FAITH. By Thomas 
S. Kepler. A time of tension demands 
the ability to change our pace. Books 
of devotional readings are designed to 
perform this service for us. This one is 
stimulating to both heart and mind; it 
is spiritual without being sentimental. 
Abingdon, $2.50. 

MAN AND GOD IN THE CITY. By Ken- 
neth D. Miller. A man with long ex- 
perience as a city missionary, writes of 
the problems and the opportunities faced 
by city churches. It has the authentic 
touch of experience, and the optimism of 
one who believes there is an answer. 
Friendship. $2.00. 

THE MEASURE OF MAN. By Joseph 
Wood Krutch. I call this the book of the 
year and one of the great books of the 
generation. In the midst of the obscurity 
of fatalism, here is freedom’s light. It 
made me want to shout and cheer for 
man’s mighty heritage. A magnificent 
book! Bobbs-Merrill, $3.50. 

ROADBLOCKS TO FAITH. By James 
A. Pike and John M. Krumm. Christiani- 
ty has to answer skepticism and this is 
one of the best set of answers to con- 
temporary doubts I have seen. There is 
no knocking over of straw men, but 
honest facing of tough questions without 
pretense or bombast. Morehouse-Gor- 
ham, $2.25. ; 

THE SALTY TANG. By Frederick B. 
Speakman. The title describes the ser- 
mons—they have a salty flavor. Here is 
one of those books with enough turns of 
expression or sharp observations to keep 
the reader alert and eagerly watching for 
the next surprise. Revell, $2.00. 

SHE DID TAKE IT WITH HER. By 
Dudley Zuver. Call it an existential 
biography! Or if you prefer, forget the 
big word and the philosophical jargon. 
It is the story of a real person and a great 
Christian—the kind of life that strength- 
ens faith and brings the terrible judg- 
ment of sincerity on our sham. Harper, 
$2.75. (Continued, next page) 
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SMOKE ON THe mvv..... iy 
Joy Davidson. You may think there are 
no further insights into the Ten Com- 
mandments. Here is a book to prove 
you are wrong. Let us rejoice that a 
fresh imagination finds the Command- 
ments inexhaustible, and full of new 
meaning. Westminster, $2.50. 

A SYMPHONY OF THE CHRISTIAN 
YEAR. By Randolph Crump Miller. Be- 
sides the traditional church year, we have 
here a non-traditional set of Sundays like 
Race Relations Sunday, Youth Sunday, 
Layman’s Sunday. Besides brief. plain 
sermons, presented always from an edu- 
cational point of view, there are scrip- 
tural and hymn references for the serv- 
ices. Seabury. $3.25. 

A TALE OF TWO BROTHERS. By 
Mabel R. Brailsford. This is not what 
we usually refer to as a “debunking” 
biography; but it makes John and 
Charles Wesley very human without 


MINISTERIAL _ 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

James M. DeFriend, formerly of Pike- 
ville, Ky.. is pastor of the John Calvin 
church, Tulsa, Okla., living at 445 S. 
93rd East Ave. 

Earl C. Downey, Front Street church, 
Statesville, N. C., will become stated sup- 
ply of the newly-organized (Feb. 13) Pine 
Crest church (USA), South Miami, Fla., 
March 1. 

Henry M. W. Leiper from Berkeley, 
Calif., to 206 Sunrise Terrace, State Col- 
lege, Pa. 

James Cogswell, on missionary furlough 
from Japan, from Memphis, Tenn., to 
3206 Chamberlayne Ave., Richmond 27, 
Va. 

J. S. Maxwell from Cleveland, Ohio, 
to 720 E. 258th St., Euclid 23, Ohio. 

Max B. Conley, Freedom, Pa., has ac- 
cepted a call to the Appleby Manor 
church, RFD, Ford City, Pa. 

Ellis Jones Hough, chaplain at the 
VA hospital, Poplar Bluff, Mo., has ac- 
cepted a call to the Dexter, Mo., church. 

Charles E. Goodman, formerly of Reed’s 
Spring, Mo., has been installed as pastor 
of the Craig, Mo., and Pleasant Valley 
churches. 

Claude Klaver has resigned as pastor 
at Pershing, Mo., in order to accept ap- 
pointment with the Board of National 
Missions in Alaska. 

J. Calvin Rose of the Second United 
Presbyterian Church, New Castle, Pa., 
has accepted a call to the Miami Shores, 
Fla. (U.S.) church effective Mar. 1. 

Thomas Duke Williams of the Ensley 
church, Birmingham, Ala., has accepted 
a call to the Camp Greene church, Char- 
lotte, N. C., effective March 6. 

Dirk Henry Middents, formerly of 
Leavenworth, Kan., has been installed as 
pastor of the First church, Butler, Mo. 

Merle Q. Stevenson, Trinity church, 
Topeka, Kan., is to become pastor of the 
First church, Cherryvale, Kan. 


DEATH 

Archie Edwin Driggers, retired minis- 
ter formerly of Rochester, Pa., died at 
his home in Mt. Dora, Fla., Jan. 30. Pas- 
torates in South Carolina included those 
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dimming their greatness. To an old 
Methodist hand, it was so interesting he 
could not put it down. Oxford, $4.00. 

A TREASURY OF THE KINGDOM. 
By E. A. Blackburn. The words and ex- 
perience of great Christians are gathered 
together in categories pertaining to the 
Kingdom. It is a fine anthology—not 
trite, not hackneyed, and testifying to 
the power of Christ to capture all condi- 
tions of men. Oxford, $3.50. 

THE WAYS AND POWER OF LOVE. 
By Pitirim Sorokin. It is good news 
when a sociologist decides to study the 
accomplishments and possibilities of love 
in society. Take the word out of its 
Hollywood setting, and it proves to hold 
miracles of power. An important study! 
Beacon, $6.00. 


*GOD’S GOOD NEWS. By Gerald Ken- 
nedy, Harper, $2.50 (to be published 
March 23.) 

*WHO SPEAKS FOR GOD? By Gerald 
Kennedy, Abingdon, $2.50. 


*Recommended by the Religious Pub- 
lishers Group Committee for the Protes- 
tant Lenten Reading List. 





in Greer, Greenville, Walhalla, Seneca, 
Leesville, Liken and Clemson College; 
also in Atlanta, Ga.; Kittanning and 
Rochester, Pa. 

Robert W. Mark, 75, died Feb. 3 in 
Allentown, N. J., where he had been pas- 
tor of the First church since 1933. Ear- 
lier pastorates were at Third church, 
Elizabeth, N. J.; Old Stone church, 
Cleveland, Ohio; and Woodbridge, N. J. 


SABBATICAL 

John Newton Thomas, professor of 
systematic theology at Union Seminary 
in Virginia, is on sabbatical leave and 
will study at the University of Basle, 
Switzerland, under provisions of a grad- 
uate scholarship of the Presbyterian, 
U. S., Board of Christian Education. 


R. E. W. SPEAKER 


H. Louis Patrick, Westminster church, 
St. Louis, Mo., will be the Religious Em. 
phasis Week speaker at Westminster 
College, Fulton, Mo., Feb. 22-25. 


CORRECTION 


The name of W. Knight Thompson, 
Wagram, N. C., listed here last week ag’ 
accepting a call elsewhere, was an error. 


BOOKS 

Bernard E. Bain, superintendent of the 
Presbyterian Home, Lynchburg. Va., has 
the distinction of having his book, My 
One Hundred Children (Simon and 
Schuster) chosen by the Concordia Book 
Club for distribution to its members. 

J. Arthur Hanna, Oak Hill, Ohio, is 
compiling genealogical data on the va 
rious branches of The House of Dunlap 
(Dunlop) for publication next summer. 
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